
serving. 

Congratulations to Duné Vorster and 

Jessica McCallum on receiving the 

trophies for top student in Disciple-

ship for Life in the Junior and Senior 

High School. 

We are already busy with our general 

planning for next year.  The focus will 

be on instilling a biblical worldview 

particularly in the area of the value 

of life.  

For now, we trust that you will enjoy 

the holiday and that you will have a 

blessed Christmas and New Year as 

you put Christ in the centre of it all. 

W e are once again amazed at 

God’s goodness as we reflect 

on the year that we had. It was a privi-

lege to sow into the lives of our stu-

dents in the area of “Words of Life”. In 

every fourth term we have chosen to 

look at a domain of life.  This term we 

focused on the Education Domain. 

1. In our first assembly, André Web-

ster laid the foundation of God’s pur-

pose for Education.   

2. Mr. Budge spoke on “What educa-

tion is not”. Some stories and exam-

ples from history on the misuse of 

education illustrated this very well. 

3. Katleho Mohale (an alumni stu-

dent and previous head boy of the 

school) spoke on “Being Teachable”. 

His own testimony on being on the 

receiving end of education and making 

use of the opportunities given to him 

left a lasting impression on the stu-

dents. 

4. Last but not least we had 

a panel of our own teachers 

sharing on their experience 

as educators. The students 

appreciated the openness 

from their teachers and 

could get a glimpse of what 

education looks like from 

the educator’s point of view. 

At the end of this term we trust that 

every student who is called into the 

education domain will be inspired to 

go and make a difference in the lives 

of children.  

Much time also went into preparing 

for our Honouring Night.  This is, with-

out a doubt, every year the highlight 

of the Discipleship department!  This 

year’s theme and message on Hope 

truly stirred every heart in the audi-

ence. Along with the drama produc-

tion, music and dance, there were 

many students who honoured God 

through art, background support and 
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thank all those who have sewn into 

the tapestry of the school. Every con-

tribution is valued and honoured, 

thank you once again. 

As we ended off the year, we had to 

say farewell to three teachers, two of 

those, Mrs Christelle Fourie and Mrs 

Anita Ferreira, have served the school 

for many years in the primary school 

and taught many of the current grade 

11s. Mrs Du Toit’s gentle patience will 

be missed by the students as well. We 

also said a sad farewell to 5 students. 

May they go on to sow life and love in 

their new schools. They will be 

missed! 

The last challenge from the Matrics 

was to be carriers of  Hope as we em-

bark on the school break. You may be 

the answer to someone’s prayers. May 

the amazing Grace that we received 

from Jesus, be the grace we extend to 

those around us in this festive season. 

May His love, Joy and Peace surround 

you and your loved ones. 

Finally, next year is El Shaddai’s Silver 

Jubilee – yes, we celebrate turning 25 

years! There is so much to be grateful 

for and we intend to give God all the 

glory for He is a good, good Father.  

“T o everything there is a Sea-

son” and term four is a season 

of changing of the guard in many 

ways.  

We began the term in the holidays 

already, with the Gr 11 Leadership 

Camp. All grade 11s are invited to 

attend this camp as all will have some 

area of influence in the year that lies 

ahead of them and they will also need 

to work closely together as a unit to 

lead the school. 

In a jam-packed weekend of fun activi-

ties, cooking, bonding and learning, 

the grade 11s compiled 18 leadership 

lessons for 2018: 

1. Leaders lead themselves first. 

2. Leaders keep the goal in mind. 

3. Leadership is service to people.  

4. Leaders communicate clearly . 

5. Leadership is empowering others 
to thrive.  

6. Leaders maintain momentum. 

7. Leaders deal with pressure proper-
ly to propel team towards the goal 

and to prosper�  

8. Leaders fight for unity. 

9. Leaders are fearless and venture 
into new territory for the good of 
the team. 

10. Leaders sow hope when all seems 
lost. 

11. Leaders look to see the seen and 
unseen so that wise decisions can 
be made. 

12. Leaders look to integrating all 
members of the group. 

13. Leaders don’t look for leadership 
with the wrong motives. 

14. In leadership you need to choose 
your battles. 

15. Leaders are accountable for their 
actions and shoulder the respon-
sibilities of the team. 

16. Leaders look for balance . 

17. Leaders try wherever possible to 
leave no man behind. 

18. Leadership is epitomised in ‘If you 
don’t ; they wont”. 

The Leadership Team was announced 

at the end of October will be Headgirl 

and Headboy for 2018 being Jessica 

McCallumn and Dylan Farge respec-

tively. They will lead the team of 

portfolio managers: Academic: Made-

leine Ackermann Sport: Cody Art and 

Emma Harris  Culture: Mikayla Brown  

Media: John Balogun Community: 

Taffi Schippers  Discipling: Courtney 

Brent Operations: Jordan Louw 

Events: Hannah Semple 

The Matric Verse for 2018 is Jeremiah 

32:39 And I will give them one heart 

and one purpose: to worship me for-

ever, for their own good and for the 

good of all their descendants. 

#1Heart1Purpose 

We look forward to seeing the ex-

citings things that are being birthded 

in them, come to fruition. 

The final event of the year is the Grati-

tude Evening, which is set aside to 

Jane Park 
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T he final term of the year seems 

to have been driven by the com-

pletion of syllabuses and the writing of 

examinations. We thank all the stu-

dents for their diligent work and all 

the staff for their dedication to pre-

paring the students. 

Our Grade 10 and 12 examinations ran 

well, despite some anxiety on the part 

of the students. The students worked 

hard and certainly deserve a refresh-

ing break now. Mrs Botha has sent out 

an email to the parents of every stu-

dent, containing a user name and a 

password to access the Cambridge 

results on their own private results 

webpage.  

The dates of release are as follows: 

• Wednesday 10 January at 11:00 – 

release of AS Level results 

• Wednesday 17 January – release of 

IGCSE results, at a time to be con-

firmed. 

As we’ll be in our opening assembly of 

the term at 11:00, we’ll apply to have 

these results released at 10:00. 

Remember – the password letter gives 

a time in GMT format, so calculate 2 

hours after the given time in the 

letter. Hopefully, celebrations will be 

in order! 

The hard copy of the Statements of 

Results will be sent to the school 

about 2 weeks later for collection. 

Our exciting awards assembly was 

held on Wednesday, honouring staff 

and pupils for their 

hard work this year. 

It was wonderful to 

see all the progress 

and achievement 

awards received.  

Some highlights 

were: 

• Madeleine Ackermann and Jessica 

Mac Kenzie both received a “5 star” 

award – exceeding the minimum 

with 7 A*’s in the 2016 / 2017 ex-

ternal IGCSE examinations. 

• Madeleine Ackermann received the 

award for the highest average in the 

IGCSE examinations: 93% for 8 sub-

jects written in 2016 / 2017. 

Top Achievers in each grade who re-

ceived a trophy are as follows:  

• Grade 7 - Genevé Bouwer (88%) 

• Grade 8 – Andrew Maberly (86%) 

• Grade 9 – Mikael Maritz (84%) 

• Grade 10 – Peter Stead (87%) 

• Grade 11 – Madeleine Ackermann 

(84%) 

We congratulate all award achievers. 

Sadly, we are saying goodbye to Mrs 

Christel du Toit, Mrs Christelle Fourie 

and Mrs Anita Ferreira. We thank 

them all for their hard work and dedi-

cation season of rest and refreshing.   

We welcome the following staff who 

will join us from the start of 2018: Mr 

Ruben Kasselman (Music), Mrs Ingrid 

Botha (Mathematics) and Ms Sune 

Groenewald (Afrikaans). We also 

thank Mrs Mary-Ann Vorster, for step-

ping in to the Physical Education 

portfolio, during the course of the 

year, to assist Mr Budge. 

We are excited to be working with our 

new staff. 

Thank you to Mr Budge for his leader-

ship this past year and the all the staff 

teams in the various portfolios in the 

school. We look forward to a time of 

drawing closer to Jesus our Emmanuel 

and spreading his love amongst family, 

friends and the community. To those 

who are travelling, please take care 

and may the Lord bring us back re-

freshed and full of energy in the new 

year. 

ACADEMIC NEWS 
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T erm 4 is always an interesting 

one on our sporting calendars. 

Academics takes centre stage and as a 

result we design a modified sport pro-

gramme for the High School, in order 

to accommodate the increased de-

mand on academic performance and 

preparations for the Honouring Night 

production. 

HOCKEY SUMMER LEAGUE 

We tried something new this year in 

the summer league, which in the end 

saw only our boys playing three friend-



 In conclusion, a special congratula-

tions to both Cody Art and Emma Har-

ris on their selection as Sport captains 

on our 2018 Leadership Team. I look 

forward to working with you both in 

the New Year and trust that you will 

also both continue to excel in your 

respective sporting codes. 

ly games against Bellville HS, Reddam 

Durbanville and Stellenberg HS respec-

tively. The games were played on Fri-

day afternoons and were a good way 

for the boys to “blow off some steam” 

during their studies and exams. Con-

sidering the fact that no matriculants 

were included in our team and that 

the boys didn’t practice together at all 

during the term, two draws and a loss 

against sides who did practice togeth-

er is quite remarkable. 

BIATHLON 

As is the case each year, the WP Biath-

lon league commences in term 4 and 

continues in term 1 of the following 

year. We have a handful of biathletes 

competing in the High School league 

at this stage. Well done to Mikael 

Maritz from for taking on another new 

challenge this year in biathlon. Mi-

chael van Schalkwyk also managed a 

personal best in the 100m swim sec-

tion this term, despite having given up 

proper swim training earlier this year. 

NETBALL, CRICKET and SQUASH 

Netball skills sessions continued this 

term, as did cricket practices for a 

combined group of U14’s to U17’s. 

There was also interest shown from a 

few of our girls at the cricket prac-

tice sessions, where they too braved 

putting on the gear and batting in 

our nets… Thursday squash sessions 

at the Durbanville squash club 

proved fairly popular as well with a 

mix of boys and girls. 

ATHLETICS 

Athletics practices resumed in prep-

aration for the January / February 

2018 season as we look ahead fond-

ly to the inter-house and inter-

schools competitions scheduled for 

early next year. 

Jane Park 

A lthough the Cultural programme 

for term 4 was not nearly as jam-

packed as term 3, we still hosted a 

variety of exciting events that is worth 

reflecting on before we say goodbye 

to 2017. 

The first event of the term was the 

Cook's Nook "TWISTED CUPCAKE" 

Bake Off on Monday 30 October. 

What a wonderful afternoon of ex-

pressing creativity through food! The 

contestants were asked to make gour-

met cupcakes paired with non-

alcoholic drinks. The students dis-

played their creations with some in-

teresting combinations emerging. The 

winner, Jessica MacKenzie, had a 

beautifully decorated Turkish Delight 

cupcake paired with cold Turkish 

coffee. Yummy!   

On Tuesday, 7 November we hosted 

“A Night With The Stars", our annual 

HS Stars concert. It was a blessing to 

see our students display quality enter-

tainment through song, dance, music, 

and drama. It was evident on the night 

that we have exceptional talent in our 

midst! Well done to all involved!  

This year we saw a tremendous inter-

est in our chess club from both JHS 

and SHS students. Much of the enthu-

siasm and drive came from our young-

er players that showed zeal and pas-

sion during our practices and in our 

Western Province League matches. 

We were also delighted to host our 

annual event, The Battle of the Bish-

ops on 9 November, this time in our 

main assembly hall for the first time! 

We had a total of 36 participants, each 

representing their respective house. 

They engaged in thought provoking 

mental warfare and strategy, in flat 

out head to head competition. It was 

encouraging to see a fair amount of 

support, cheering on their best players 

and bringing the “spirit” to our chess 

event. The Chess club carries good 

momentum going in to the New Year 

and we expect further growth and 

development as we endeavor to es-

tablish the club as a serious competi-

tor amongst our local rivals.  

Last but not the least, we ended off 

the year with Honouring Night on 

Thursday, 30 November. The evening 

was truly anointed and gave our stu-

dents the perfect platform to use their 

talents to bring glory to God and 

spread a powerful message of HOPE!  

And now it is time to go and rest! It is 

time to go and fill up all empty buckets 

with loads of creativity for an exciting 

Culture line-up for 2017. It was indeed 

a good year for HS Culture. Have a 

blessed time with your family and 

friends during the upcoming festive 

season! 

CULTURE NEWS 
BY ADELE RIX 


